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Aſtembled at Wravkis Pb, i in Svsstx, the 3d and 4thy 
of Fune, 1783 : maintaining the important Doctrineg 
of three equal Perſons in one Divine Effence, eternal! 
and perſonal Election to Holineſs here, and eternal Lien 
here feter, the original Guilt and Depravity of Me 
kind; particular Redemption; free Juſtification by thi 
imputed Righteouſneſs of CHRIST alone; effic Lol 

Grace in Regeneration; the Perieverance of the Saints“ 

to Glory. Profeſſing likewiſe Water Baptiſm, upon a 

perſonal Confeſſion of Faith in CHRIST and Kepen 

tance towards GOD, according to the primitive Ni 

and Diſcipline of the Chriſtian Church: 1 


To the ſeveral Churches of CHRIST whom they repre: 
ſent, or have received Letters from, meeting at Astiz 
FORD, SANDHURST, SMARDEN and TENT ERDEN, iti; 
KenT; BATTLE, ROTHERFIELD, RyE Wravers)! 
FIELD, in W i 


: Belaved Brethren i in the La 3 kt 
FT OVED with an everlaſting love, redeemed with that ineſtif 


9 


* 1 


he holy and bleſſed Spirit, partakers of ſovereign and diſtinguiſh: 
ing Grace, and fellow-heirs of the ſame Immortal Glory; | 
nit us again in our annual addreſſes to remind you of your hight 
nd ineſtimable privileges, to point out to you your neceſſary any: 
mportam duties, to caution you againſt your indefatigable ant 
Implacable enemies, and to obſerve, what are thoſe perpetual re 
urns your gracious God has reaſon to expect from you, as hiy 
un peculiar People. As we hope and truſt you are ſuch wht, 
{Save taſted that the Lord is gracigus, we believe you cannot forge 
e time, way, and manner, in which the ever bleſſed God 5 
rſt viſited your precious and immortal fouls with beams of D 
ine Love and rich Grace; how mutt you reflect with Diving! 
onder and amazement, that you ſhould be found of God whe - 
1 u ſought him not, and that your time was a time of on, N 


4 mable blood of the immaculate Lamb of God, called io 


1 * 
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e dear Redeemer faid uhto veoh when in your bloc, Live; Byt 
hen you come to contider the cauſe of all this, Jehovah's Raich. 
leſs, boundleſs love, how. unworthy and undeſerving you were of 
the royal favor ſo.bounteouſly beſtowed, and copiouſly enjoyed; 
how doth” it endear Father, Son, and Spirit to you, Whowere 
equally concerned and engaged in, accompliſhing your everlaſting 


Salvation, which is pregnant with ſo many glorious and precious 
Þleſſings,* provided and beſtowed for our comfort and ſupport - 


while paſſing through this vaſt howling wilderneſs, - and alſo laid up 
in reverſion for us, to be more fully and uninterruptedly enjoyed 
in that eternal ſtate of glory, which awaits all thoſe who ſin- 
cerely love, and ardently long for the triumphant appearing of the 
ever bleſſed Saviour, and which are moſt glorioufly repreſented by 
the great apoſtle, under the important idea of the unſearchable 
riches of Chriſt. How did this, love diſcover itſe f in eternity, in 
thoſe ancient ſettlements of Grace, wherein the ever blefled God 


declares, his thoughts towards you were thoughts of peace, and 


not of evil, to give you an expected end. Thus doth eterna], 
unchangeable and everlaſting love, lay the foundation of all the 
felicity the ſaints enjoy, either in earth or heaven, in time and to 
all eternity ; we would have you always remember, that this love 
was the reſult of ſovereign pleaſure, for if we view the children of 
God, as choſen in the pure maſs, ſtill Jehovah's Love is an act of 
Divine ſovereignty. Though God neceſlarily loves holineſs, and 
his own bleſſed image and nature, nevertheleſs, when he gave 
birth and exiſtence both to angels and men, he could not create 
them in any other ſtate orcondition than what was conſiſtent with 
his own purity and holineis, and.agreeable to his heavenly mind 
and bleſſed will, and under this conſideration, they were neceſſa- 
rily objects of Jehovah's love. But his love to the elect is differ- 
ent from this, as this would only put the ſaints upon a parrity 
vith angels, who are thus loved by their great Creator and glo- 
rious Maſter, Whereas the love of God to the ſaints, was a 
love of complacency and delight, viewing them in connection with 
their union head, and repreſentative the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 

hom they were choſen, and to whom they were given, and who 
as eſpouſed them to himſelf as his beloved bride ; it was this 
ove preſerved them when in a ſtate of nature, and bountifully 


ere to be ſeparated, and diſtinguiſhed from all others by their 
nowledge of, and acquaintance with God, their faith in the me- 
its of Chriſt, and hope in the promiſes of the Goſpel ; by their 


us heavenly mind, and bleſſed will; and that life of Grace car- 
ied on in their ſouls, and who are diſcovered to be the Lord's 
eloved ones, who are to him a choſen generation, a royal prie/t- 


aiſes by a holy life, heavenly temper, -and pious converſation. . 


I 


upplied all their wants, until the fullneſs of time came that they 


— 


ove to the perſon of the dear Redeemer, and conformity to his 


od, an holy nation, a peculiar people, and who ſhew forth his 


„Stent dear Bretfiren , what great: thirgs the eher bleſſed God 
las done for us in eternity, communicated tous in time, and laid 
up for us in glory what manner of perſons ought. we ta be in all 
holy converſation, how ought we to manifeſt our love to this glo 
rioùs God, by doing what he hath commanded us i ſurely duty 
is our moſt bleſſed privilege, how: cheartully ought we to-terve Jak 
glorious a maſter ; be the Lerd I my. ſoul, and all that is dae 
me bleſshis holy name, will certainly: be the language of, every ohe: 
to whom the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 7s. the chicteſt among ten thouſand 
o bu. 77 <: 03 0 49 Ig 15:32 4 une 

A ſervile fear of God always keeps the ſoul in dread, legal 
ſpirit always genders to bondage; while we are under the law as 'A| 
covenant, this will conſtantly be our unhappy condition; and no- 
thing can free us but ſovereign and diſtinguithing Grace, which 
alone brings us into the glorious liberty of the everlaſting Goſpel 3 
when the ſoul is firſt, convinced of ſin, it naturally flies to duty 
but when a thorough law work has took place in the conſciencey 
and the ſinner completely brought from Mount Sinia, under Af 
clear conviction of the inſufficiency of the law to fave, he is diy 
rected in the Goſpel to fly to the Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, as the anner'Þ 
only friend. But when he comes to the dear Redeemer at _ 
he only come to him as a deliverer ; but, after more experience of 


4 


the Saviour's love, and intimate communion with a precious 
Chriſt, and as he increaſes in Spiritual wiſdom and Goſpel knows 
ledge, he is taught to view the relative characters of this adorable 
Jeſus, where we behold tobat maiinri ef love the Father his hejtowee 
pon us, that-we ſhould be called the ſas of God, when we come to 
view: Chriſt as a father, 'huſband, brother and friend, how dotlf 
it remove ſuſpicion and jealouſy, what pleafure and encourage? 
ment doth it give to the ſoul,” how is'that fervile dread and feaſ 
taken away, and with what holy affection, and chearful delight 
does thè ſoul draw near to God, and come to him as their, cover 
nant God and reconciled Father, in and through the. Lord jeluf 
Chriſt. Now the ſoul will cry out with Saul, Lord that wauldey 
_ thou have me to do, how ſhall I glorify thy name, teach me what | 
thy holy bleſſed mind, and ſtill help me to walk in thy;commandyj 
and do thou enlarge my foul with Grace, - 4 114 1 99h 
To love God and keep his law, is what God has a right to di 
mand of every individual of the human race; for although 
have loſt our power to obey, God has not loſt his authoriy * 
command, and for the violation of God's maſttholy and righteoꝶ; 
law of which every one muſt plead guilty, either here or hereaftes 
and which is a foleinn awful and fatal truth, .and.whercin every of! 
will be found guilty, either by imputation, which is original 
or real tranſgreſſion, which is actual ſin, and on which . accouy; 
the righteous and holy law of God curſes and condemns the whl 
race of mankind, wherein the juſtice of God. ſhines: in aw; 
ſplendor ; tis this will be the condemnation of the ungodly at 
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generation and ſanctifcation. as well as faith and repentance, 
& God's work, of his cum will: begat he us:. now-ſanCification 
inis at regeneration, and he that begins this hleſſed work, alfa. 
Ties it on; regeneration. is ſpiritual life, at which time a.hving 
inciple of Grace is implanted into the ſoul, and now. the finger. 
teins to live, the life which I now live, ſays the apoſtle, is by faith 
the Son of God, who. hath. laved me and gave himſelf for me; 
Inctification is the life of Grace, carried on in the ſoul, wherein 
be ſoul grows in Grace, and in the knowledge of a, dear. and 
recious Redeemer, of which the Holy Spirit is the author and 
ier. It is the ſinner's act to believe and repent, but the Grace 
nd power for both is from God alone, by Grace we are ſaued 
brough faith, and that not of ourſelves, it is the gift of Gods. alto, 
eſus is exalted both a Printe and a Saviour, that he might give re- 
entance unto Iſrael, and remiſſion of fins ; to ſuppoſe God to damn 
he ſinner for not giving himſelf this life, and working theſe 
races in his own ſoul, is depreciating the declaration of the 
ver-bleſſed God. Man as a fallen creature is already in a ſtate of 
ondemnation, for. curſed is every one that continueth not in all things 
ritten in the back of the law to do them; ſo that theſe things are 
zeither the cauſe of: damnation or ſalvation; though ſinners are 
ondemned for bad works, the ſaints are not ſaved for their good 
nes; for as the apoſtle declares, fis not by 2 righteouſneſs 
bat we have done, but according to his. mercy, be ſaued us through the 
paſhing of regeneration, and renewing of. the Haly Ghoſt; it is the 
wints to whom the exhortations belong; it is they and they alone 
bat can perform good works, this is what. God requires ot them, 
{4 what true Grace influences to; for this very purpoſe the Lord 
pened their eyes, and turned them from darkneſs to light, and 
om the power of fin and ſatan to God, that they; might be zea- 
pus for God, and active in the diſcharge, of every duty, ſerving 
he Lord. with. plea ure and delight, walking in, wiſdom's ways, 
co theſe her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her patios peace i» 
hd none know what real delight and true felicity they enjoy, by 
us walking in the ways of God, but they alone who.indeed-ex- 
grience. it; nay, it is far beyond all deſeription, being better 
hown than tongue is able to relate; the privilege is, ſo great, the 
uty ſo pleaſant, the reflection ſo ſweet, that it elevates the mind 
far above iublunary things, as to cauſe a vehement deſire in the 
me joy in à more glorious and far higher degree is for ever en» 
2d, without the leaſt interruption, all good works may be ſaid 
ſoriginate and terminate in a ſuperlative love to Gedi the, cauſe 
this love is, becauſe God firſt loved us, the diſtinguiſbing na- 
g of this love, is its fruitfulneſs, the effect of it is ta hate: aur- 
yes and our ſins, and to abhor ourſelves in duſt and aſnhea con- 
ly before him. It is this love to Ged (connected with. a 
balcdge of him and af qurſelues as. fingers) that:fhrs: way 1 

a -_ ſeek 


] 


f E ve 
4 Al ten by bys righteouſneſs, wich fauktiff 
© make us meet and t for glory. This animatas. W 
ſeek after, and draw comfort from the promiſes, ta gather 10 
fes our ſaula, and particularly: ſearch. after, apy rehend, and. 
t iſß ment, every ſecret ſin and vile traitor i lurka within 
it is Sh prycjous Grace. that leads us to view, and admire the 
_ ſonal-glories, wonderful. perfections, important offices, aud ble 
relations of the dear Redeemer ;, it is this. makes our zoprn 
pilgrimage ſo pleaſant, and it is the want af a. man \ 
this love, which make every thing dark and. gloamy- rom 
Another duty incumbent upon us is, . to, watch. and brag Ok 
enter not into temptation ; it is this. love: animates us. to the. 
pray without ceaſing, and to be importunate with Gad, far erg 
bleſſing, that we may wreſtle like Jacob, and prevail. like. 
when we conſider the luke warm ſtate af, the churches in g 
and the ſtrong footing the enemy has got 2 us, forge ar 
into carnal ſecurity, while others are clumbiug the mountain 
ſpiritual pride ſurely it is high time ſor God's dear child 
deſtir themſelves and beſiege a throne off Grace. 


% Prayer makes the dark ned cloud withdraw, | 
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob * n ; 
4 Gives exerciſe. to-faith and love; - 

„ Brings ev'ry bleſſing from abave.. 


* Reſtraining, pray'r. we ceaſs to, fight ; KC: 4 
„ Frazen makes the.Chriſtian's. armos bringt; 
9 N > 34g hg when he ſees 4 
1 Tua ee Hans, üben DIR EACH." . p 
3 Ore Hy 
And to: the 4 of. prayer, ve. ought ſtrictly to watch 2885 
| every iecret gee the appearance of every, enemy, with whe 
we gught.to fight, ſtriving . ſin, reſiſting unto bloods, 
i kghting the good fight of that we may lay hold of 
life ; fan though Heaven is. ſure to all the choſen race, none 
cer reach — but thoſe who war a ood warfare. and 
victors.z. every dear child of God is a. ian ſoldier, oure? 
mics will diſpute every inch of ground, wich us, neither can an) 
crowned. but ſuch as Overcome, and it is 5 and theſe ale 
that ſhall have that white ſtone, and neu name which ng r 
knoweth but he. that reciveth it. Our enemies are great in er, 
number andcraft, they are indefatigable in ge and ch 
caungt defray, and their long experienge in War with the. fair 
has-furniſhed them with ſuch projects, ſchemes, and helliſt % 
chinations,. 2s, en to make the ſtouteſt hearts to tremble; ET 


were we but duly to:regard- the awful, relations anne 
ſugeeſs againſt the greateſt heroes, what-powerful.impreſſi 
hays made upon the. front lng, we ſhall find dhe are: kame: 


JN we! afd determined to harras-artd-dfirets all the favor 


Feat Jehovah: Surely this ought to cauſe” us to erysté the 


for ſtrength, who alone is able to deliver, and Mats u 
e than conquerors: through him that hath loved use 95% 45 
Fe therefore think it neceſſary - Brethren, to be more urgent 
g ydu on this point, for from this cauſe all our maladies flow, 


Would therefore particulatize theſe enemies to you, take notite 


hat means they gain an advantage over us, and what are the 
Jappy.. conſequences' attending the fame.— They are in general 
pmed up under three appellations—the world, the fleſn, and 
devil, but every one 91 them may be called legion, as their 
es are numerous Ilie fleſn is the'moſt to be feared, andpe- 
ally does the moſt miſchief; it is the enemy within us, "this 
IX near akin'to us, and aims at our deſtruction, while pro- 


ling the oreateſt friendſhip and pleading the relation; this ene- 


Is a great flatterer, a vile ſeducer, and dreadful traitor to us Y 
refore the wiſe man faith, he that truſts his own heart is a fool); 
I leads us into 8 ſnares, often wounds our conſei- 

©, brings guilt upoh eur ſouls, and leaves darkneſs upon our 
5 *twas this made the apoſtle cry out, O ꝛbvretehed man that 1 
„ who Hall deliver me. fram the body of" this dent. 
While the dear children of God are upon their watch tower, 
Ive in their duty, valiant for the truth, and haye a holy indig- 
jon againſt fin, with a Godly jealouſy for the Redeemer's glory, 
ir encmies will retreat and endeayour to conceal themſelves, 
there are times and ſeaſons when the believer is off his guard, 
ws remiſs in his duty, drinks into the ſpirit of the world, and 
toes earthly minded; this brings on à ſpiritual fickneſs, the 
ces of the ſpirit decline in their vigour and lye dormant in the 

; thus omiſſion of duty, and commiſſion of fin, lead us from 
Me pleafant and peaceful paths of truth and holineſs; thus the 
ever in a gradual manner is led out of his way, and now 4 
mfand forbidden paths enſnare his unwary feet; now. he is ex- 
ed to every temptation of fin and fatan, gets upon the devil's 
und, becomes intoxicated with carnal ſenſe, forgets his God, 
gets "bis mercies, forgets his privileges, forgets his high and 
penly birth, and holy calling; now he ſinks into a Jukewarm 
pt, his affections are chilled and frozen. like ice, his joys are 
f and zeal abated ; inftead of real joy, he graſps at a fancied 

5 borrowed from old carnal fecuri ity, with which he is highly 


ed; thus his mind is puffed up with vanity, and he prides 


elf with his orthodox principles, which at beſt is only the 
ſhell of religion, aud always keeps the ſoul in a ſtarved 
Pition; he quickly runs into another extreme, even of lega- 
which every child of God has hard ſtrusgles with; and this 
(continue to be the caſe, until legal hope is. completely flain. 
Beume he gets into a trifling dight and vain way, this naturally 
f the ſoul into formafity; this in a great mealure eats out — 

28 


and that is, that you would in a particular manner, remember 


in your addreſſes to the throne of Grace; we greatly need "yt 
prayers, our work is arduous, and our enemies bend their prin 
pal force againſt us; we are particuldrly expoſed to their heavy 
tillery, ſometimes they are ſuffered' to break in upon our lines 3 
throw us into confuſion ; we ſtand in need of p<culiar help, 

therefore not only intreat, but claim this duty from you, as yi 
own intereſt is cloſely connected with our proſperity. But bef 


we coneclude, we think it neceſſary to obſerve to you, what are th 


perpetual returns your gracious (od has reaſon to expect from y 
as his own peculiar people, and is it not that you ſhould be fai 
ful ſoldiers, true to- every ſolemn engagement, and never de 


your colours, obedient to every command, and fruitful in ev 
good word and work, contending earneſtly for the, dent 


livered to the ſaints, being diligent in buſineſs, fervent in f 


ſerving the Lord. Noty unto him that is able to keep'you 16 


ing, and to preſent you faultleſs, before the preſence of his glory, ® 
exceeding joy, to the only wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and maj, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 
ee OSD OE CO TORT. 

' Tueſday at five in the evening the miniſters and meſſengers n 
Brother Scott began in prayer: brother Booker was choſen modera 
brother Spilſtead prayed. The preliminaries, and likewiſe the le 
from the ſeveral churches were read ; and the contents of them min 
down : brother Booker concluded in prayer. NN 36 ol 


A lecture having been appointed, at ſeven o'clock brother Purd 


gan in prayer: brother Slinn preached from 8 Romans,” ver. 14. 
many as ars ted by the ſpirit of God, they are the Jons 'of God,” E. 


Copping concluded in prayer. 


* —_— 


oe ee prayed: 1%: 1479s t fix o'clock : brother Harris and 
am prays : -b1ocher Slin having been appointed to draw 
; the eirenlar ſe ter, read it, ant was requeſted to get it * 
bn uded with prayer by the moderator. 
kt ten o'clock 7 ublic worſtip began by finging: brother Cop 
Ned: brother Vidler preached from 5 Romans, ver. 11. od wet 
Wy /o, but we alſo joy in Ged, through bur Lord Fejws Chris, by whom 
ae 0th received he atonement. Brother Middleton concluded in 
. Began againby fivging vt two in the afternoon ; brother Ninn = 
ed: brother Pardy preached from 2 Corr. 4 ehap. ver. 1 and 2. 
4 for un ur baue #hi: Mini, as we have received mercy wwe 
< but Save 'renomniced the hidden things of diſhone/ly nor walking 
— vor handling the vr 0 — God eeceifull, but by n Ha- 
of the truth, commending et to e ry man's confeience in the 
bt of God. Brother Note Ja perf in prayer: ſang ſuitable hymne 
the uſual intervals of worſhip, 
Continued for the coneldfion of the buſtnefs : agreed Earneftly to 
gueſt all the afſociated Churches to obſferve the firſt Wedneſday In 
DY = as 2 day of faſting and prayer, under confideration of ca. 
ni 2 logs of the Wees, and the fate of religion in 
the nent Aﬀotiation at Sandharſt, ir Kent, 
the 8 6 — and Wedneſday in in fone, 1784.3 brother Roffel and 
other Booker to preach s and in:cate of failure brother Cromwell: 
| + miniſters bod meſſen . to meet at thice ole iD the afternoon. 
pn the aſſembly was diimiſſed with player, by the moderator. 
| The itate of r Churches. 
The addition this pear 


: ; 0 - 2 — | 
Dead ——— 7 : 
E } led U. e — . 
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Diminutiow J 


A r 


WY . By the New. banber Neptev. Miniſter os f; 
at Liverpool, —On 2 Cor. iv. Ye + 


/ "Tis then] Wee bo reg 
», Nn, Bur not deftroyed. $ Ae eng, 


Tc will I priſe my God and Tins far o'r life's . ba, 

. ve cen con 
* S 1 2 wth , Far this as been — good to mes 
[the united powers of A In eil the paths which I have palrd, 5 


ſoul pom fore annoy'd, Wat niercies I've enj joy 'd, 


this froth to tell, Ang mis ſhall be m bag at lafty - 
— hoe not nie . Caſt down but not yd. 
I mall at laſt in heaven Wor, 
And there my God ado 


Deſtroy d ſhall be my ay - ſears . 
Andi . 7'« GA more. 7 


